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“…I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all 
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.”   

-Paul the Apostle 
In his letter to the churches at Ephesus 

(Chapter 3, verses 17-19) 

Renew Covenant Church Family, 

	 Hello, friends! I am sending you this letter to announce that we’ll be having a 
Congregational Business Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 4th immediately following 
the service. We have many things to celebrate, some time sensitive business 
requiring discussion & voting, and a new conversation to open together. We hope 
all will attend and participate. 

Celebration: 

• The positive addition and fruitful ministry of Pastors Danny and Meghan 
Bruggeman who have, in short time, been a blessing among us and enriched our 
church ministries in so many ways 

• The continued development of ministry teams and their leaders who serve among 
us every week 

• The continued presence of new faces in our services and lives touched as the 
Lord increases our influence in Carroll and beyond 

• The growth we see in and hear reported by our people. In recent weeks we have 
heard testimonies of God’s provision, liberation, encouragement, calling, and 
healing   

  
What would you add to this list? Have a testimony to share? Bring it with you!  

New Business:  

1. Thanks be to God who continues to bring new individuals and families into our 
church. Did you know that in the last 6 months more than 30 new people have 
become regularly involved in the ministries at Renew? This includes a number of 



individuals, 6 families, and at least 14 children. On the 4th we’ll be presenting 3 
people who have taken the next step to become new members:  

- Mike Woodhouse 
- Sam Dvorak 
- Erin Dvorak  

2.  We are also excited about continuing to develop our Leadership Council. 
Those who have taken the step into membership will vote on the following:  

- Mike Soe, transitioning from Treasurer to Chair                                                        
(formerly Pete Collison whose term ended) 

- Virgil Lamaak, transitioning from general council member to Treasurer  
- Adding Sylvia Brinker for a 3yr term as Secretary                                     

(formerly Gina Ramaekers whose term ended) 
- Adding Andy Moore for a 3 yr term as a general council member 

These transitions & additions are presented following diligent prayer and lengthy 
conversation among the council and staff pastors. There will be time on 11/4 for 
further discussion as needed. It’s a blessing to have such a group of willing and 
able people to call into positions of service in the church!      

3. Under the guidance of the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC), between 
mid-2016 and January of 2018 the council drafted a “Relational Covenant”. 
It’s an intentional framework for encouraging us to have dialog that is civil, 
compassionate, and Christ-honoring. Thankfully we can say that this was not 
drafted as a reaction to any relational crisis at Renew but was created 
proactively. As we grow and continue to develop as a church, this document will 
encourage us to think well about how we speak to and treat one another for 
God’s glory and neighbor’s good. At our meeting we’ll vote on this document 
and consider adopting it as a congregation. See the attached copy. (Note: The 
RC was included in the packet for our 2018 Annual Meeting but was not voted 
on at that time.) 

New Conversation: 

Last Summer it was brought to my attention that the Knights of Columbus (Renew’s 
landlord and owner of our location) had voted in favor of selling the building. Since 
that time the council has been in dialog with both the Knights of Columbus (KC) 
and ECC leaders at both denominational and conference levels. While we are at the 



beginning stages of this discernment process, the council and I feel this is a good 
time for the membership to begin our internal conversation at Renew. Some things 
to know: 

1. This is the beginning of what we anticipate being a long process and all official 
decisions will be made by a vote of the church membership. 

2. The council has been diligently working to gather all facts/details available at this 
time so that we, as a congregation, have the best possible information for 
discerning our next steps. 

3. Renew is not alone in this process. We have excellent help from the national and 
regional arms of the ECC who have vast experience in matters legal, financial, 
spiritual, and strategic, and are walking with us closely.   

4. No offers or commitments of any kind have been made by the KC’s or by 
Renew. We are simply in exploratory conversation. 

5. This is the shared work of the church. Our council and congregation will work 
together to determine (a) if our current location is, in fact, the best long-term 
home for the church, (b) what exactly purchasing the building would require 
financially, legally, and practically, and, most importantly, (c) where/how do we 
sense the Lord leading us for today and for His future purposes for the church?           

6. On the 4th we will not be making any decisions related to the building. We’ll 
simply discuss where things are, what steps we’re taking to gather info, what we 
know, and what has yet to be determined.  

Please join me in praying on these things and be a part of these exciting 
conversations November 4th. It simply will not be the same without you! 

Grace and peace,  

	 	 	 	 	 -Pastor Tim    

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according 
to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

(Ephesians 3:20-21) 



Relational Covenant / Renew Covenant Church 
*DRAFT: Pending Congregational Approval 

	 This Relational Covenant may be thought of as a foundation upon which our 
conversations take place - a framework for dialog that is civil, compassionate, and Christ-
honoring. Not a law to live up to but a reality to live into, it’s a way to relate to one another 
that honors God and builds up His church. We recognize that the way we treat one 
another in Christian love bears fruit far beyond our walls as a powerful witness to the world 
(John 13:35). By God’s grace may these statements be true of us! 

As a body, we build one another up and do not tear one another down.  
(1Peter 2:5) 

As a family, we see conflict as an opportunity to grow and are not afraid of it.  
(Philippians 2:3-6; Matthew 5:23-24) 

As hopeful people, we believe the best and give others the benefit of the doubt. 
(Philippians 4:8-10) 

As forgiven people, we forgive others when they sin against us.  
(Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:32; Matthew 18:35) 

As flawed people, we take note of our own issues before pointing out others’.  
(Matthew 7:4-5) 

As redeemed people, we are honest and confess our sins especially to those we wrong. 
(James 5:16) 

As friends, we listen well in order to understand rather than to respond and we hold 
private conversations in confidence.  
(Ephesians 4:2; 1 Corinthians 13:5-7; James 1:19) 

As learners, we understand that we don’t know it all and we learn from one another. 
(Romans 12:3,18) 

As individuals, we accept persons and debate ideas.  
(Colossians 3:14-15; John 17:20-23) 

As servants, we expect to be inconvenienced for the sake of the gospel.  
(Philippians 2:5-11) 

As gifts to each other, we face challenges & opportunities together.  
(Ephesians 4:11-13; Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14) 



As followers of Christ, we believe that the world will know we are His by the way we love 
one another. (John 13:35) 

As Children of God, we aim to imitate Jesus in our treatment of one another. (Ephesians 
5:1)  

As people of the book, we believe the Bible is the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and 
conduct. (2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 4:12) 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  
if you love one another.” 

- Jesus 

(John 13:35)


