
January 2019 

Renew Members and Friends, 

	 We hope you’ll join us for the Annual Business Meeting, Sunday, January 27th 
following the 10am service. It will be a time to recap 2018, to cast vision for 2019, and 
to discuss plans to faithfully move forward together. It is important for us to stop and 
celebrate the good things the Lord did in our church last year - there is much to be grateful 
for! Here are some highlights: 

Staff Growth  

In January the church voted unanimously to bring Danny, Meghan, and Micah Bruggeman 
to Carroll. Danny was hired as Associate Pastor to Youth and Families, and Meghan as 
Associate Pastor of Spiritual Formation. We thank the Lord for their faithful and fruitful 
ministry among us. They have quickly become close to our hearts and have made an 
impact on our community! 

We thanked Gina Ramaekers and Pete Collison for their years of faithful service on our 
Leadership Council and welcomed Sylvia Brinker (Secretary) and Andy Moore (General 
Council) aboard. Virgil Lamaak became council treasurer, and Mike Soe, council chair. 

Financial Growth    

2018 was our 4th straight year of financial growth. Thanks be to God! Last year, while 
discerning the hiring of additional staff, the church stepped out in faith and approved a 
$158,300 budget requiring over a 25% increase in giving. We’re happy to report that the 
Lord provided and we beat that goal by $313!    

Faithful Ministry  

UP // Turning our eyes to God and growing in Him 

- We celebrated the baptisms of Jordan Lamaak + Jamie Hawkinson, the infant 
dedications of Silas Dvorak + Jack Schulz, and the weddings of Abbey Fordyce (Connor 
Metzger) + Laurie Loving (Derek Andrews)!!   

- We had a large group participate in the 8-week Emotionally Healthy Spirituality course. 
- Pastor Meghan began creating Draw Near, a bundle of prayer resources which have 

been used by our church and others as well. 
- A weekly prayer gathering started, continually lifting church, community, and world 

concerns before the Lord. 
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- Mike + Meri Jo Soe continued their weekly Bible studies where many from church and 
community have found an opportunity to fellowship and grow in the word.     

- We again partnered with our friends at Carroll First Assembly for a Good Friday service 
in which our worship teams combined and Pastor Meghan preached.  

- In June the worship team led us in a night of music and reflection. 
- In October we worshiped and shared lunch together out at Swan Lake.  
- Discipleship Groups began in October, providing a small group environment every-other 

month for learning to focus on what God is doing in our lives and to encourage one 
another to respond in faith. 

- Our Christmas service was a highlight again this year with excellent music, a fantastic 
children’s program, a big spread of sweets, and a room packed beyond capacity.  

IN // Growing in community together  

- We continued to see new individuals and families regularly joining us. We rarely had a 
Sunday without new faces. 

- 13 people attended Foundations Classes and we welcomed 10 new members!  
- In June we gathered at the Venner Farm for food and fun with more than 60 in 

attendance.   
- We offered Men’s + Women’s Table breakfasts through the summer. 
- We launched monthly Birthdays Desserts for intentionally connecting with one another. 
- A group attended the Men’s Fall Retreat at Twin Lakes Bible Camp.  
- Several Families attended Pumpkinfest (TLBC). 

OUT // Sharing Jesus with others in word and deed 

- In April Renew was recognized & celebrated at our Midwest Conference Annual Meeting 
(Berthoud, CO) for our continued missional ministry in the Carroll Community - the first 
thriving Covenant church planted in Iowa in over 30 years! 

- Love Works took a new form this year, launching a campaign to serve people 
throughout Carroll who work in serving professions. The first project provided coffee gift 
cards and handwritten notes of encouragement to all 302 employees of the Carroll 
Community School District.   

- Ron and Karla Cheney again traveled to Kenya where they served with the Pan-African 
Academy of Christian Surgeons.   

- Jessica Cheney (Dordt College) traveled to South Africa to serve with Christian 
Veterinary Mission. 

- Holly Slocum went on a medical missions trip in Uganda with International Medical 
Relief.     

- Last Fall, the Community-Wide Scavenger Hunt (inspired by the events of the CHIC 
youth conference) drew over 100 participants from the church + community, raising over 
$1,300 to support South Sudanese refugees through Covenant World Relief.     
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UP-IN-OUT // Combined 

- Our children’s and youth ministries have continued to grow in organization and 
approach as well as overall attendance. 

- The Kids Team hosted a training event through the Family Resource Center, focusing on 
Recognizing and Preventing Child Abuse.  

- The Kids Camp program turned 1 year old. Throughout the year the group learned 
scriptures, sang worship songs, made crafts, and played games together. This ministry 
consistently reaches several families who are not otherwise engaged at church.   

- Pastor Danny and the youth team took a van load of students to CHIC, the triennial 
youth conference (University of Tenessee, Knoxville) where they had a wonderful time 
building community, hearing powerful messages, engaging God in worship, and 4 
students made first-time decisions to trust in Jesus!     

- The Middle School and High School youth also attended Fall retreats at Covenant 
Cedars Camp (Hordvillie, NE).   

Needless to say, this was all possible due to dedicated teams and team leaders. We are 
blessed to have you and are grateful that you call Renew your church home! 

At the January 27th Meeting 

1) We’ll welcome new members  
2) We’ll hear a financial report and vote on a proposed 2019 budget 
3) We’ll continue discussing our facilities, including where our Leadership Council is in 

discussion with the Knights of Columbus, and next steps for the year ahead.    

With praise to God we anticipate great things in 2019! 
God bless you and your family with His grace and peace. 

Mike Soe, Church Chairman 
Virgil Lamaak, Treasurer  
Sylvia Brinker, Secretary 

Jodi Steinbach, Council Member 
Andy Moore, Council Member 
Tim Hawkinson, Lead Pastor 

Meghan Bruggeman, Associate Pastor  
Danny Bruggeman, Associate Pastor 
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